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FAO Follows-up Potential Risks on Desert
Locust Situation in the Region

Regional Meeting to Discuss the Potential Risk
Preparedness for the Desert Locust Winter
Breeding Season in the Near East
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The Desert Locust situation remains calm in November and De-
cember 2015, until the date of this report. Despite the develop-
ment of the Desert Locust situation in West Africa, where con-
trol operations began in Mauritania. However, the general situa-
tion in the Red Sea countries are remained calm, only scattered
solitarious adults have been detected in few places of winter
breeding areas along the Red Sea coast in Sudan, Saudi Arabia
and Yemen, at density do not need control operations. Unusu-
ally heavy rains, associated with two cyclones "Chabala" and
"Meg", fell in coastal and interior areas of southern Yemen and
in northeast Somalia.

As aresult of El Nino, it is expected that heavy rains will fall in
the next few months along both sides of the Red Sea coast,
above-average. That will allow the favourable ecological condi-
tions for desert locusts breeding to continue, for few months in
some countries e.g. Yemen, there is a risk of locust breeding on
small scale. Therefore, the concerned countries should be kept
vigilance and conducting regular surveys anticipation of any
breeding.

Due to this developments on Desert Locust situation, and in
order to avoid the occurrence of Desert Locust outbreak in the
Red Sea countries, known as the "Frontline States"; FAO Com-
mission for Controlling the Desert Locust in the Central Region
(CRC) call for regional a meeting for frontline countries; Egypt,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Yemen, to
discuss "Potential Risk Preparedness for the Desert Locust
Winter/spring breeding Season”.

The meeting was held on 3rd of December 2015, in the FAO Re-
gional Office for Near East and North Africa, Egypt. Mr.
Mamoon Al Alawi, Executive Secretary of the Commission
said, members states has discuss the currant Desert Locust situa-
tion in the region, possible developments in the coming period
and the procedures taken by the states to be ready for control op-
erations. In addition, member states discussed the National Con-
tingency Plans, and important of national, regional and interna-
tional support to countries in suitable manner in case of outbreak
develops in the central region.

The meeting recommended that; Member States kept vigilance
and continues conducting intensive survey and monitoring
breeding areas to prevent Desert Locust outbreak, supplement
campaign equipment and activating the joint survey across
border between countries, particularly between Egypt and
Sudan & Sudan and Eritrea.
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